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“It'e like the Aliens are watching us
&and thinking, what are those creaturas
doing aitting there staring at theae lighi
boxas, its liks they are glued there
Owur convarsation wes anything but
briaf, conciss, or even on target. out
my Interview with Trey Gallahear was
insightiul, and most of all, passionate
At the and of such & long weeak, | woukd
have expactad an instrucior o be
runming ta the door afier his last class
on Friday, but every word that he spoke
was full of vigor, with a tablagpoon (or
b} ot wilty humar. The less-than
siruciurad interiaw turnad into a full-
on beautiiul conwersation; Gallaher
enlightened mea an everyihing from
Falwr Hond, 10 garage bands, to the
Cemaoratic valing systam

Media Arts & Animation instnuctar,

Tray Gallaher, 15 & homegrown narhenm
Calitornian, from & middle cless cul-
de-sac tamily. Both of Trey's parants
warked st hig high school, his mother
in admissions and his father was the
school's tavoriie physica teacher, In
saventh grade, one of Gallaher's first
plecea of artwork finally made it to

the top of the refrigerator. This first
kst galler; displayed on the Tamily
fridge, was an llustration of hwo geess
perched atop a rock that was matched
with @ posm writhan by what he calls his
childhaod “lithe league arch nemesis,”
[thats anoiher arficle all iogethar')

Baginning with tha fridge- winning srbwork
&nd onward, Gallzher's love of painting
took off, After high school he atiended
American River Collegs and later
transtarred o San Jose Siate Univarsity,
whare he concantrated on illustration
&nd obtained & bechelor's dagrae in
Graphic Dasign. As the overachiever
that he 5. he then moved o New

York where he recelved an M.F A in
[Nustration from Syracuse University

Gallzher now instnucis the fundamental
drawing couraes &t The Ar Institute of
California — San Francisco, Gellaher's
fewarite part about teaching, IS the
sudents. “There s a0 much diveraity,
&nd intereats that steps into the
clesaroom, bs an honor o be with 30
meny Insgired minds,” he says, Ha
loves to teach drawing becauss
llestration i his passion; 11 (& whal he
does &t hame, and all the time, Gallaher
an|ays aharing his passion with athers
wha are potantially budding into his
lvve aftair

I addition 1o his love tor llluatration,
Gallaher's fondness of the written word
empowers him creatively; Robir Howd
amaong other classic novels “gives me
the inspiration for drawing,” he said. In
fect, when | asked Gallanar it he could
have one superpowsr what would i1
b=, he sgid he would want o be abls 1o
make people read mons

“The culfure today has shifted from books

bo rovies and other viswally slimulated
forms of entertzinment, instead of relying
on your mind 1o produce the mental

box office hite,” he says, “Heading &lso
glimulates the fundemantel convergation

For wagere fpfirmebion on
f'n'_l_r aallaler sk

akills that halp us relate to ons
Bnother—besides, do we really
neead all thoae sequets ™

Instead of metaphorically duct faping
him fz 1he television, Gallaher chooses
to listen to Mational Public Radio and
our local Jazz station 1.9, His favorite
musgicians ars Jon Coltrane, Johnny
Cash, Flogging Molly, and “alder Dylan.”
Gallaher's love for the classics goss
beyond books, he says. "the besl moule
aver made was Casablanca, and my
tavorite actor is Humphrey Bogart,”
When | asked Gallaher to dscuss his
greateat accomplishment, his face lit
up and he told me that it was never
giving up on his dreams, He saya, "if
you comproemise your dreams then
you're loat; it may be scary as hell, but
you have got to hold tast and firm. The
miztakes [we make] are the lessons,
and the hearfaches are only bitterswest
—you have to give it your all and nol
zafile tor anything less.”

Tray Gallaher Iz 2n amazing individusl,
nof o mention, one of he best
conversaiionaliats | have ever met, if
you hews a free moment, go ahsad and
knock on his door, and get ready lor &
graal couple ol minutes




